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determined from the very outset.1 Energy is directionless
not in the sense of drifting chancewise at every turn but
in the sense of its being a function of velocity only,
and not of this velocity's direction. It is directionless only
when abstracted in thought from the matter that embodies
it: the moving matter itself, as the physicist conceives it,
moves eternally along in its predetermined courses, and
its capacity for work goes with it. In a word there can be
no loopholes in a system which is based on the postulate
that there shall be none. " That a rigorous determination
is deducible from the mechanical scheme is due to the
fact that it has been put into the fundamental premises." 2
j3. A somewhat deeper-going objection to the theory of
mind's control over matter suggests itself naturally at this
point of our inquiry. Granted that it has been shown
that as a statement of fact the objection grounded on the
Conservation of Energy is baseless, and that it is equally
impossible to maintain that the doctrine has any binding
claim over our thought, it may yet be urged that inas-
much as our theory expresses a causal relation between
mind and matter, it violates the meaning of the causal
concept and is therefore inadmissible. But before we
fall in with this objection let us look well at the causal
chain with which our objector proposes to fetter us, and
fix our attention, in particular, on its three main links.
Each of these, we find, bears its own peculiar inscription.
On the first we read that there must be quantitative
equivalence between cause and effect; on the second that
there must be qualitative likeness or homogeneity between
cause and effect, and on the third that the connection
between cause and effect must be scientifically conceivable.
Now we propose to show that these conditions which the
all-enslaving naturalist imposes on his conception of

1  The same fundamental objection applies to Sigwart's own footnote suggestion
(Logic,   Eng.   trans,   ii. p.  386) that it  might   be possible to  maintain  the
hypothesis that the physical law of energy remained intact, and that only the
conditions of the transition from active energy into potential, and vice versa, vary
with relations to psychical states.

See also  Petzoldt, Einfuhrung in die Philosophie der Reinen Erfahnmg,
Leipsic, 1900, Part I. ch. i. especially p. 16,

2  Dr. Ward, Naturalism and Agnosticism, ii. p. 67.